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Ms letters and diaries;1 and I think I see many symp-
toms that both the decision of the million, and its index,
"the decision of the booksellers," tend the same way at
present; but my business is to record, as far as my means
may permit, the growth and structure of one great mind,
and the effect which it produced upon the actual witnesses
of its manifestations, not to obtrude the conjectures of a
partial individual as to what rank posterity may assign it
amongst or above contemporary rivals.
The following letter was addressed to Lord Byron on
the receipt of that copy of The Giaour to which Mr. Bal-
lantyne's Memorandum refers: I believe the inscription
to Scott first appeared on the ninth edition of the poem:
TO THE RI&HT  HOK". LORD BYRON,  LONDON".
my lord, — I have long owed you my best thanks
for the uncommon pleasure I had in perusing your high-
spirited Turkish fragment. But I should hardly have
ventured to offer them, well knowing how you must
be overwhelmed by volunteer intrusions of approbation
(which always look as if the writer valued his opinion
at fully more than it may be worth) unless I had to-day
learned that I have an apology for entering upon the
subject, from your having so kindly sent me a copy of
the poem. I did not receive it sooner, owing to my ab-
sence from Edinburgh, where it had been lying quietly
at my house in Castle Street; so that I must have seemed
ungrateful, when, in truth, I was only modest. The
last offence may be forgiven, as not common in a lawyer
1 E. (r. " If they want to depose Scott, I only wish they would not set
me up as a competitor. I like the man — and admire his works to what
Mr. Braham calls Entusymusy* All such stuff can only vest him, and do
me no g-ood." — Byron (1813), vol. ii. p. 259.
" Scott is certainly the most wonderful writer of the day. His novels
are a new literature in themselves, and his poetry as g-ood as any — if not
hotter (only on an erroneous system), and only ceased to "b© popular,
hecause the vulgar learned were tired of hearing * Aristid©,$ called the
Just/ and Scott the Best, and ostracized him," — Byron (1821), vol. r.
p. 72.

